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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shah-Nazaroff et al (6,157,377) in view of Christopoulos et al (2001/0047517). 

As to claims 1-3, note the Shah-Nazaroff figures 1-5, discloses method and 
apparatus for purchasing upgraded media features for programming transmissions and 
further discloses a contents distribution system (fig.1 , 1 00) for distributing a content 
including video and/or music data from a contents distribution apparatus to a terminal 
device (Client System 110) via a network (Communications media 120), where the 
contents distribution apparatus (Broadcast Sources/Server System 'BS/SS' 130/140) 
comprises: 

A content storage section (figs.1, 3, Broadcast Sources 'BS' 130) operable to 
store content and specific data concerning a predetermined specific effect (wide variety 
of audio, high or low video resolution or video quality, interactive effects, etc.,) to be 
applied to the content (col.2, lines 18-52, col.3, lines 59-67 and col.6, lines 15-48), the 
content and the specific data being stored as a pair; 

A content management data setting section (Billing Server 'BS' 320) operable to 
set management data, where the management data at least contains a flag indicating 
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whether or not to apply the predetermined special effect to the content during 
reproduction (col.2, lines 39-67, col.4, lines 15-25, line 61-col.5, line 43), and conditions 
of use which need to be satisfied (clients accounts or payment information) in order to 
reproduce the content without the predetermined special effect (col.5, lines 4-62); and 

A transmission section (inherent to Server System 'SS' 140) operable to transmit 
the content, the specific data, an the management data to the terminal device (col. 3, 
lines 7-33 and lines 59-67), where the terminal device (Client System 'CS' 110) 
comprise: 

A reception section (fig.2, Tuner Interface 230) operable to receive the content, 
the specific data, and the management data from the transmission section (col.3, lines 
7-44 and lines 59-67); and 

Reproduction control section (fig.6, System Controller 'SC 604) operable to 
reproduce the content with or without the predetermined special effect in accordance 
with the specific data and the presence or absence of the flag in the management data, 
and to reset the flag when the conditions of use contained in the management data are 
satisfied (col .6, lines 1-48, lines 4957 and col .7, lines 20-53). 

Shah-Nazaroff, further discloses a programming guide with various upgrade 
options and a client device which receives audio/video programming data from variety 
of sources with or without special effects (col .7, line 35-col.8, line 17), but fails to 
explicitly teach storing the content and the specific data as a pair and transmitting to the 
client device, where the client device stores the content and special effects data and 
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reproduces the content by applying the special effects data to the content in accordance 
with the type and the portion specified by the attribute data. 

However, note the Christopoulos reference figures 1-5, discloses method and 
apparatus for intelligent transcoding of multimedia data and further teaches storing 
contents and hints or specific data as a pair and transmitting to a client device, where 
the client device, stores the content and hints for reproduction in accordance with the 
type and the portion specified by the attribute data (page 2, [0035-0036], [0039-0040], 
[0046] and [0048]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Christopoulos into the system of Shah- 
Nazaroff in order to allow the client device to store the content and hints and 
dynamically modify the content with the hints data if the status or conditions of the client 
devices changes without having to communicate upgrade features back to the server. 

As to claims 4-5, Shah-Nazaroff, further discloses where the content distribution 
apparatus further comprises a content selection section operable to select, as the 
specific data, either special effects data which is generated based on information 
concerning a type of the predetermined special effect and a portion of the content to 
apply the predetermined special effect to, or attribute data consisting of the information 
concerning the type and the portion, such that the special effects data is selected for the 
terminal device having a relatively low processing ability and the attribute data is 
selected for the terminal device having a relatively high processing ability and associate 
flags necessary to upgrade the content with predetermined special effects (col .2, lines 
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18-52), but fails to explicitly teach where the reproduction control section in the terminal 
device having a relatively low processing ability reproduces the content by applying the 
special effects data to the content base on the terminal capabilities and utilizing further 
data to generate special effects data in accordance with the type and the portion 
specified by the attribute data which are previously stored in the reproduction control 
section for realizing special effects and reproducing the content by applying the special 
effects data to the content. 

However, Christopoulos further teaches a client device, which applies special 
effects to content based on the client's device capabilities as supplied by the client 
device (page 2, [0035-0036], [0039-0040], [0046] and [0048]). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Christopoulos into the system of Shah- 
Nazaroff in order to provide service to various type of client devices based on their 
capabilities and furthermore apply the special effects to the content based on the 
client's device capabilities. 

Claim 6 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 

As to claim 7, Shah-Nazaroff further discloses where the contents distribution 
apparatus further comprises a distribution content reproduction confirmation section 
operable to reproduce for confirmation the content with or without the predetermined 
special effect in accordance with the flag in the management data set by the content 
management data setting section (col .6, lines 1-30). 
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As to claims 8-10, the claimed "A contents distribution method for distributing a 
content including video and/or music data..." is composed of the same structural 
elements that were discussed in the rejection of claims 1-3. 

Claims 11-12 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 4-5. 

Claim 13 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

Claim 14 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

As to claims 15-17, the claimed "A contents distribution apparatus for distributing 
a content including video and/or music data..." is composed of the same structural 
elements that were discussed in the rejection of claims 1-3. 

Claims 18-19 are met as previously discussed with respect to claims 4-5. 

Claim 20 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 6. 

Claim 21 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 7. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nagashima et al (6,434,746) disclose accounting in an image transmission 
system based on a transmission mode and an accounting mode based on the 
transmission mode. 

Linzer (6,323,914) discloses compressed video recording device with integrated 
effects processing. 
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Nagashima et al (6,275,988) disclose image transmission apparatus, image 
transmission system and communication apparatus. 

Craig (5,790,176) discloses media server for supplying video and multimedia 
data over the public switched telephone network. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Annan Q. Shang 



